THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER

July 31, 1964

THE PROUDEST CLAIM made for parliamentary democracy,
whose greatest living practitioner, Winston Churchill, retired
this week, is that it gives to ordinary people an effective say
over their own destiny. We are ceaselessly reminded of the
centuries of struggle against kings and tyrants whose power
was tamed and ultimately brought under control by the
popularly elected representatives who sit in the House of
Commons. From the model Parliament of 1295 to the Repre-
sentation of the People Act in 1948 (which finally established
the principle of one man, one woman, one vote) the story is
told as if it were a steady progress towards perfection. Every
MP who takes parties of visitors around the Palace of West-
minster reminds them that the Commons control of Purse and
Sword is its ultimate sanction against dictatorship. The Mother
of Parliament rests peacefully on her laurels confident that the
British people really do decide their own future and are
masters of their fate.

But is it true today? The achievements of the past are
undeniable. The victories won by generations of radical
reformers deserve our gratitude* We are infinitely more for-
tunate in our system of government than most people. But that
is not the point. The real question is how much power do we
now have to shape our future? How effective are the safe-
guards for freedom and the opportunities for participation that
now exist? And if they are not good enough how do we
improve them? What are the battles this generation must fight
and when do we begin to fight than?

141